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Comm. Arts Curriculum Focus Map 2009/10
Grade Eight
October
R1C8
Apply decoding strategies to “problem-solve” unknown words when reading grade level instructional text
R1D8
Read grade-level instructional text with fluency, accuracy and expression, adjusting reading rate to difficulty and type of text
R2A8
Use details from text to locate and apply information in
title, pictures and table of contents in fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama

W1A8
Follow a writing process to independently use a simple
strategy in prewriting when appropriate, compose a draft in written form on student-selected topic, reread and revise for audience and purpose, ideas and content, organization and sentence structure, and word choice, edit for conventions (W2E) , and share writing
W2A8 Compose text showing awareness of audience and in a 
format appropriate to purpose and audience
W2E8
In written text use conventions of capitalization, use colon to introduce lists, use correct pronoun case, use dictionary, spell-check and other resources to edit for correct spelling, and write legibly
L1A8
Listen for enjoyment, for information, for directions, and 



use clarifying strategies for understanding (e.g., 



questioning, summarizing and paraphrasing), and to 



recognize how colloquialisms and jargon reflect context, 



regions and cultures

L1B8
Use active-listening behaviors (e.g., asks questions of 


speaker and uses body language and facial expressions 


to indicate agreement, disagreement or confusion)

November
R1G8
During reading, utilize strategies to determine meaning of unknown words, self-monitor comprehension, question the text, infer, visualize, paraphrase, and summarize

R2C8
Use details from text to demonstrate comprehension 
skills previously introduced, identify and explain 
flashback, mood and theme, analyze point of view, 

analyze author’s viewpoint/ perspective, determine how 
an incident foreshadows a future event , interpret 
behaviors, motives, and consequences of characters’ 
actions, evaluate problem-solving processes of 
characters, and evaluate effectiveness of solutions
R3A8
Explain, analyze and evaluate the author’s use of text 
features to clarify meaning

W3B8
Select and use an appropriate method for note-taking
W2C8 Compose text with an effective beginning, middle, and




     end, a logical order, effective paragraphing, a variety of 



     sentence structures, including compound-complex 



     sentences with cohesive devices, including transitions, 



     repetition, pronoun antecedent, and parallel structure
L2A8
Listen for enjoyment, for information, for directions, and use clarifying strategies for understanding (e.g., questioning, summarizing and paraphrasing), and to recognize how colloquialisms and jargon reflect context, regions and cultures



December
R1F8
Apply pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension, access prior knowledge, preview, predict with evidence,
and set a purpose for reading
R1I8
Compare, contrast and analyze connections in text to text (information and  relationships in various fiction and non-fiction works), text to self (text ideas and own experiences), text to world (text ideas and the world by identifying how literature reflects a culture and historic time frame)
R3C8
Write multi-paragraph expository and persuasive essays 

(including problem/ solution) with a thesis statement, supporting details/ examples, evidence that readers’ concerns and arguments have been anticipated and addressed, effective multi-paragraph expository essays drawing from a variety of sources, a logical response to a newspaper/ magazine article, editorial, advertisement,  political cartoon or news program that includes supporting evidence from text
W1A8
Follow a writing process to independently use a simple
strategy in prewriting when appropriate, compose a draft in written form on student-selected topic, reread and revise for audience and purpose, ideas and content, organization and sentence structure, and word choice, (W2A, W2B, W2C, W2D), edit for conventions (W2E), and share writing
W2A8 Compose text showing awareness of audience and in a 
format appropriate to audience and purpose 
W3B8
Select and use an appropriate method for note-taking
L2B8
Give clear and concise multi-step oral directions to


complete a complex task



January
R1D8
Read grade-level instructional text with fluency, accuracy and expression, adjusting reading rate to difficulty and type of text
R1E8
Develop vocabulary through text, using roots and 

affixes, context clues, and a glossary, dictionary and
thesaurus

R3D8
Read and follow multi-step directions to complete a complex task
W2E8
In written text, capitalize within dialogue, use commas and quotation marks in dialogue, and semi-colon in compound sentences, use correct agreement of pronoun and  antecedent, and consistent verb tense, use standard spelling, classroom resources, including dictionary, to edit for correct spelling, and write legibly
W3A8
Compose a variety of texts using narrative, descriptive,
expository, and/or persuasive features, including a

summary, and by responding to literature
W3B8
Select and use an appropriate method for note-taking
L1B8
Use active-listening behaviors (e.g., asks questions of speaker and uses body language and facial expressions to indicate agreement, disagreement or confusion)

February
R1H8
During reading, utilize strategies to determine meaning
of unknown words, self-monitor comprehension,

question the text, infer, visualize, paraphrase, and

summarize
R2B8  Identify and explain literary techniques and figurative
language in text, emphasizing jargon, dialect, and slang, and analyze literary techniques previously introduced
R3B8
Identify and explain literary techniques and figurative 
language in nonfiction text, emphasizing jargon, dialect, 
and slang, and literary techniques previously introduced
R3C8
Use details from text to evaluate adequacy of evidence



presented by author, determine author's purpose based



on text analysis, analyze the text for word choice and



connotation, selection of details, organizational 



effectiveness, accuracy of information, analyze multiple 



texts, compare and contrast, determine importance of 



information, analyze authors’ viewpoints, and identify 



problem solving processes and explain the effectiveness 



of solutions
W3B8
Select and use an appropriate method for note-taking
W3E8
Compose texts for a workplace communication (e.g., memo or letter) that includes summaries, directives, meeting minutes and/or complaints or concerns and that address the same topic from two points of view, using appropriate forms (e.g., interpret a school rule from the perspective of an adult and a student)




March
R2B8
Identify and explain literary techniques and figurative
language in text, emphasizing jargon, dialect, and slang, and analyze literary techniques previously introduced
R2C8
Use details from text to demonstrate comprehension 
skills previously introduced, identify and explain 
flashback, mood and theme, analyze point of view, 

analyze author’s viewpoint/ perspective, determine how 
an incident foreshadows a future event , interpret 
behaviors, motives, and consequences of characters’ 
actions, evaluate problem-solving processes of 
characters, and evaluate effectiveness of solutions
R3B8
Identify and explain literary techniques and figurative language in nonfiction text, emphasizing jargon, dialect, and slang, and literary techniques previously introduced
W3C8
Write multi-paragraph expository and persuasive essays (including problem/ solution) with a thesis statement, supporting details/ examples, evidence that readers’ concerns and arguments have been anticipated and addressed, effective multi-paragraph expository essays drawing from a variety of sources, a logical response to a newspaper/ magazine article, editorial, advertisement,  political cartoon or news program that includes supporting evidence from text




April
R3B8
Identify and explain literary techniques and figurative language in nonfiction text, emphasizing jargon, dialect, and slang, and literary techniques previously introduced
R3C8
Use details from text to evaluate adequacy of evidence




presented by author, determine author's purpose based




on text analysis, analyze the text for word choice and




connotation, selection of details, organizational 




effectiveness, accuracy of information, analyze multiple 




texts, compare and contrast, determine importance of 




information, analyze authors’ viewpoints, and identify 




problem solving processes and explain the effectiveness 




of solutions in non-fiction
W3B8
Select and use an appropriate method for note-taking
W3C8
Write expository and persuasive paragraphs (including compare/contrast and cause/effect) with a strong controlling idea, supporting and  concluding sentences, appropriate logical sequence, effective writing techniques (e.g., imagery, humor, point of view and voice), multi-paragraph essays drawing from a variety of sources, and responses to literature that show an understanding of theme and characters, using details/examples from the text as support
IL1A8
Develop a research plan to guide investigation and research of focus questions
IL1B8
Locate and use primary and secondary sources to 



investigate research topics, acquire relevant information, 



and evaluate reliability of information
IL1D8
Document research sources using a given citation format
IL2A8
Analyze and synthesize two or more messages conveyed 

in various media (e.g., videos, pictures, web-sites, 

artwork, plays and/or news programs)

May
R2A8
Use details from text to locate and apply information in
title, pictures and table of contents in fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama
R2B8
Identify and explain literary techniques and figurative
language in text, emphasizing jargon, dialect, and slang, and analyze literary techniques previously introduced
R2C8
Use details from text to demonstrate comprehension 
skills previously introduced, identify and explain 
flashback, mood and theme, analyze point of view, 

analyze author’s viewpoint/ perspective, determine how 
an incident foreshadows a future event , interpret 
behaviors, motives, and consequences of characters’ 
actions, evaluate problem-solving processes of 
characters, and evaluate effectiveness of solutions
R3A8  Explain, analyze and evaluate the author’s use of text 
features to clarify meaning
W3E8
Compose texts for a workplace communication (e.g., 



memo or letter) that includes summaries, directives, 



meeting minutes and/or complaints or concerns and that 



address the same topic from two points of view, using 



appropriate forms (e.g., interpret a school rule from the 



perspective of an adult and a student)
IL2A8
Analyze and synthesize two or more messages conveyed 

in various media (e.g., videos, pictures, web-sites, 

artwork, plays and/or news programs)



June
R3C8
Use details from text to evaluate adequacy of evidence




presented by author, determine author's purpose based




on text analysis, analyze the text for word choice and




connotation, selection of details, organizational 




effectiveness, accuracy of information, analyze multiple 




texts, compare and contrast, determine importance of 




information, analyze authors’ viewpoints, and identify 




problem solving processes and explain the effectiveness 




of solutions in nonfiction
W3A8
Compose a variety of texts using narrative, descriptive,
expository, and/or persuasive features, including a

summary, and by responding to literature
W3B8
Select and use an appropriate method for note-taking
