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NO Child Left Behind, Parent Information 

Imagine Academy of Academic Success Faculty and Staff are committed to meeting the requirements of the federal law No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 (Public Law 107-110).  Our goal is for every student to be successful both now and in the future.  Therefore, in accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act, we want you to know that at your request, we will provide parents/guardians with the following information in a timely manner:  
· Whether your child’s teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction. 
· Whether your child’s teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state qualification or licensing criteria have been waived. 
· Whether your child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 
· What baccalaureate degree major your child’s teacher has and any other graduate certification or degree held by his/her teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification. 

IAAS will also provide each parent with. . . 
· Information on the achievement level of his/her child in each of the state academic assessments as required; and 
· Timely notice that his/her child has been assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by, a teacher who is not highly qualified. 

Also, under NCLB, each state is required to assess all school districts and charter schools to determine if each district or charter school has made adequate yearly progress (AYP) toward meeting the academic testing standards and additional measures set by the state.  AYP decisions are based on the results of state testing in communication arts and math and the district’s attendance rate and graduation rate.  If the district or charter school has not made AYP for two consecutive years in any one of the four areas, it is considered “in need of improvement”.
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Although IAAS has not made AYP for the past two consecutive years (2007-2008 SY & 2008-2009 SY) in communication arts and math testing areas for 3rd-8th grade students, we have shown slight gains in our students’ MAP scores from year one to year two.  Much of the credit can be attributed to the added support of our parents, volunteers, and the community; the implementation of monthly benchmarks; and the inclusion of a variety of staff-led curricular, extra-curricular, and parent programs both during and after the school day.  
· In the 2007-2008 school year (SY), the MO proficiency target in communication arts was 51.0% and 59.2% for the 2008-2009 SY.  However, 7.5% of IAAS 3rd-8th grade students met the proficiency target in the 2007-2008 SY and 9% of our students met the proficiency target in the 2008-2009 SY.  

· In the 2007-2008 SY, the MO proficiency target in mathematics was 45% and 54.1% for the 2008-2009 SY.  However, 3.5% of IAAS 3rd-8th grade students met the proficiency target in the 2007-2008 SY and 7.1% of our students met the proficiency target in the 2008-2009 SY.  
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IAAS has met AYP in the area of attendance due to the fact that our average daily attendance rate (ADA) improved by 0.1% during the 2008-2009 SY from the previous school year (2007-2008). 
Since IAAS falls in the category of “in need of improvement”, we have developed a plan for improvement as required under NCLB.  One important component of this plan is parent involvement in both the development and implementation of the plan.  Therefore, we are encouraging all parents/guardians to assist us in meeting AYP in by doing the following:

· Increasing their understanding the MAP assessment, 
· Stressing the importance of good attendance and graduating from school, 
· Visiting our school and becoming a volunteer, and 
· Engaging in reading and math strategies at home
Information about the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and what parents can do to improve student achievement can be found at:  <<http://www.ed.gov/parents/landing.jhtml>>.  You may also learn more about NCLB and/or what you can do to improve student achievement through IAAS from the following sources:
· Our school’s web site: www.myiaas.com, 

· Our School REACH automated phone announcement system (Please update phone number through the main office at: 314-652-1600)
· Monthly P.A.T. (Parent Advisory Team) Meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 5-6PM, 

· Monthly Title I Parent & Child Activity Nights, and 

· Monthly newsletters from the school, counseling department, and teachers    
If you have any questions and/or concerns, please feel free to contact Principal Ms. Howard at: 314-652-1600, ext. 208.

****************
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MAP Test Scores Have Arrived!!!


MAP Test Scores have arrived and we are very proud to announce that IAAS students have made academic gains in nearly every category!!! Our first MAP Parent Night was held September 3rd in the school cafeteria.  IAAS scores were reviewed and an overview of the MAP Test was presented to all who were in attendance.  Parents also received their child’s individual test scores and were given the opportunity to ask questions.  If you have not received your child’s MAP Score Report, please contact his/her teacher.  If you are new to IAAS, please contact your child’s previous school for his/her Spring 2009 MAP Test Individual Student Report.  If you would like more information about the MAP Test, please contact Mrs. Mason our school’s Title I Coordinator (314-652-1600, ext. 123).
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IAAS would also like to extend congratulations to the following students for scoring Advanced and/or Proficient  in communication arts, math, and/or science on the Spring 2009 MAP Test:  Bill Bell, Daytrail Brown, Lauren Chapman, Daniel Cross, Lajazia Elijah, Demarco Glover, Clarence Grimes, Kaitlyn Grimes, De Angelo Hampton, Destinee Hardin Newsome, LaVaughn Lewis, Liara Lewis, Ricky McCoy, Stefanie Payne, David Rhodes, Ronald Shaw, Akelia Talbert, Aalaya Tangua Dixson, Jerrica Tate, Delton Utsey, Breonna White, Mi’Angela Williams, and Tyrique Williams!!!
****************

Here’s What’s New at Imagine Academy of Academic Success for the 2009-2010 School Year. . .

We welcome all of the faculty/staff, parents, and students who have returned each year to support Imagine Academy of Academic Success’ efforts to help provide St. Louis City residents with a quality educational program! Next, we extend a special thanks to our new faculty/staff, parents, and students who are joining Imagine Academy of Academic Success for the first time! We are pleased to have you with us this year!

Each year, we implement changes to our program based on a variety of surveys from faculty/staff, parents, students, visitors, and our sponsors; current trends within education; and changes within the Imagine Schools Regional and Corporate Levels.  Thanks to the input and support of each of these groups, we have implemented the following: 
· a new bus company that has cameras on each bus for increased safety 
· one color for both boy’s and girl’s uniform shirts (royal blue) as well as the addition of uniform pants available for purchase on campus (To purchase uniforms, please contact Ms. Byrd at: 314-652-1600, ext. 211.)
· a new middle school program to include 6th, 7th, & 8th grade students with a variety of academic programs (includes reading, writing, monthly knowledge bowl, high school information sessions, college visits, and a guidance class), character-building programs (includes a monthly mentoring program known as Esto Vir for the boys and Sistah Soul for the girls as well as a character education class), and a middle school office with Mrs. Washington as the Middle School Administrator, Ms. Artis as the Middle School Counselor, and Mrs. Lang-Williams as the Middle School Safety & Security Officer
· a school-wide discipline program known as the S.T.A.R. Program which focuses on: safety, teamwork, accountability, and respect (Please ask your child to see his/her STAR Chart, which explains the program’s expectations while on the bus, in the class, in the cafeteria, in the restroom, in the hall, in the classroom, during related arts, and during assemblies); Students who demonstrate the S.T.A.R. traits participate in a monthly S.T.A.R. Party celebration with activities ranging from an ice-cream social to a dance to movie day and more!   
In addition to the aforementioned new developments, IAAS has also added the following:

· a 95% average daily attendance (ADA) goal and a new attendance policy, which is in partnership with the St. Louis City Truancy Court; Please contact our Attendance Secretary Ms. Comegys at: 314-652-1600 or refer to your 2009-2010 Parent/Student Handbook for more information about our attendance policy and expectations. 
· a new benchmark assessment program known as STI Achieve to assist with the continued improvement of reading, math, and science instruction, skill level, and test scores; Students will take these and other benchmark assessments on a rotational basis every other month in addition to the Stanford Achievement Test (SAT 10) in the fall and spring as well as the MO Assessment Program Test (MAP Test) in the spring.  IAAS’ goal is for every student to achieve 1.5 years (or more) of learning gains by the end of the school year!
 ****************
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Tapping Our ParentalPower (TOPP)—FREE Parent Workshops

Imagine Academy of Academic Success presents Tapping Our Parental Power (TOPP) Workshops for parents/guardians!!! Ms. Bolanle Ambonisye will present her 8-hour parent workshop over a 2 week period.  This workshop is for you, if you are looking to. . .
· restore respect, order, and cooperation

· significantly improve behavior and academic performance

· reestablish a loving, peaceful household 

TOPP is a workshop that provides a relaxing, non-judgmental and empowering atmosphere for participants to create and implement a parenting plan tailored for one’s own household.

TOPP parent workshops, Sessions 1-4 will be held at IAAS on: 

· Tuesday, September 22nd from 6:00-8:00 PM (Session 1)
· Thursday, September 24th from 6:00-8:00 PM (Session 2)
· Tuesday, September 29th from 6:00-8:00 PM (Session 3)
· Thursday, October 1st from 6:00-8:00 PM (Session 4)

Refreshments will be served; registration is strongly encouraged.  Registration forms have been sent home with students; if you need an additional form, contact your child’s teacher ASAP.  All registration forms are to be returned by Tuesday, September 15th; however, we will continue to accept registration through this Friday (September 18th).  For more information, please contact our Title I Department Coordinator, Mrs. Mason at: 314-652-1600, ext. 123.  
****************
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Sept. 3rd		Information Night—MAP Test Data & Dialogue Presentation w/Student Report Available; 6:00-7:30 PM; Cafeteria


Sept. 4th 		No School for students; Teacher Professional Development


Sept. 7th		NO SCHOOL for students or faculty/staff; Labor Day Holiday


Sept. 8th 		Parent Advisory Team (PAT) Meeting; Kg.-8th Grade Parents/Guardians welcome; 5:00-6:00 PM; Cafeteria


Sept. 8th		Exodus to Excellence Aftercare Program begins today; Cafeteria; Contact Ms Scales at: 314-652-1600, ext. 105


Sept. 11th	Middle School Esto Vir & Sistah Soul mentoring meeting; 1:05-1:35 PM


Sept. 14th	Title I After-school Tutoring begins for K-8th grade students at 3:15 PM; Contact Mrs. Mason at: 314-652-1600, ext. 123


Sept. 18th	Middle School Knowledge Bowl Academic Competition; 1:45-3:00 PM; Cafeteria


Sept. 22nd 	Title I Hosts Tapping Our Parental Power (TOPP) Workshops, Session 1; FREE; 6:00 -8:00 PM. Please contact Mrs. 		Mason at: 314-652-1600, ext. 123 for reservations and/or additional information.


Sept. 24th  	Title I Hosts Tapping Our Parental Power (TOPP) Workshop, Session 2; FREE; 6:00-8:00 PM. Please contact Mrs. 			Mason at: 314-652-1600, ext. 123 for reservations and/or additional information.


Sept. 29th  	Title I Hosts Tapping Our Parental Power (TOPP) Workshop, Session 3; FREE; 6:00-8:00 PM.  Please contact Mrs. 			Mason at: 314-652-1600, ext. 123 for reservations and/or additional information.


Sept. 25th	STAR Parties for K-5 and Middle School; Contact Mrs. Warren or Ms. Artis at: 314-652-1600 


Oct. 1st   	Title I Hosts Tapping Our Parental Power (TOPP) Workshop, Session 4; FREE; 6:00-8:00 PM.  Please contact Mrs. 			Mason at: 314-652-1600, ext. 123 for reservations and/or additional information.


Oct. 2nd 		Quarter 1 Progress Reports for Kg.-8th Grade Students sent home


























